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his father would be able to give valuable advice concerning
this matter, but that his great age prevented him from
taking part in the consultations. Hormuz replied: c I
know your father well, because in the reign of .Kesra he
had brought my mother from Turkestan to Eriin. But
state the object of your speech/ The man continued:
' When my father heard yesterday that the king is in want
of someone whom he might send to wage war against the
Ivhaqun, he said : " I have something to say in this matter
which 1 must toll to the king."' Hormux accordingly had
an interview with the old man, who spoke as follows : * At
the time when the just king [/..&, Naushirvan] sent me to
Turkestan to bring the daughter of the Khaqun, and the
latter had received me in a handsome manner, and had
also become acquainted with the object of my embassy, ho
ordered all his daughters to bo introduced to me, that I
might select one, and convey her to Madam. But your
grandmother, unwilling to be separated from her daughter,
ordered dancing-girls to be dressed up, and to bo shown to
rue, but placed, her own daughter among them without any
ornaments. As soon, however, as my eyes alighted on that
pure jewel, I discovered her resemblance to the chief lady
of the harem, and immediately selected her, Tho distress
of the chief lady was of no avail, and the Klmqaii sent for
an astrologer to ascertain the fate of the august princess.
After an attentive examination of her case the astrologer
stated that it appeared from the position of the celestial
bodies, the lady would by the sovereign of Persia become
mother of a sou of short stature, large head, and wide oyos,
who would inherit the kingdom after his father, but that
afterwards a man from this country would invade his
kingdom. The said happy child of destiny will, however,
send against him an individual of high stature, with a
broad forehead, curled hair, corpulent, of a tawny com-
plexion, with knit eyebrows, thin and badly-formed limbs,
to attack him, to slay his king, to destroy Iris army, and to
ravage his possessions. The Khfiqau having thus been
informed of the decrees of fate, sent his daughter with